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USSR KEEDS YOUIIG SCIENTIFIC INSTRUCTORS

To realize Stalin's plan for greater achievement by the peoples of the
USSR, every faction of economy and industry will have to he mobilized. The
medical personnel of the Soviet Union slso have their clear-cut tasks, accomplish-
ment of which, however, requires the aid of large numbers of qualified in-
siructors. The problem of supplying these qualified instructors is no small
watter, but the task will not defeat the capabilities of the socialistic systam.
Many msssuras already have been alopted to guarantee a sufficient supply of
young inatructors: the period of instruction has been cut to 6 years, more
rigid standards have been eatsblished for professors to teach the new olass of
ingtructors, grantes to stulents have been increased, candidatos are better pre-
pared prior to examination for degrees, etc.

At present, more +then 2,000 dootors of medical sciance ars filling posts
as professors, docents, and asmocletes at 72 Soviet medical institutes. In
addition, there are over 1,000 cendidates of medical science who are giving
their aid and assistance.

However, some among the above-mentioned 6,000 are unaware of their im-
vortsnt duties. Many of them have bsan employed az instructoss for more than
20 yeexre ani have not published a single scientific report, thus showing that
perbaps they are not aware of any advances in scientific fields. At the
Svexdlovsk Medical Institute, for example, the average age of agamociates is
50 yeara, pnl none of them has & degree in science.

£

At pressnt, a nationwide program 1s under way to determine the qualifi-
cations of the associates in Soviet medical institutions. This program skorld
take into account the ejucaticnal as well ag ideslogical-politicel qualifications
of ihene associates.

Many of the "instructors" now teaching the new class of scientific
siucators have to be repiaced Uy personnel whose background shows long practical
oxperience in their particniar specialty. Since May 1948, there haa been a
rogren to select ag asmocietes conly those aubmitting satisfactory scientific
reports. Up to date, 8n0 qualified inatructors amd tasociates have been selected
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on this basis. Ingtitutes follow'ng the above plan have been abls to graduste

wall-qoalified, pew, young sclentific ipstructors. Awong these institutions

are the Kazan' Msiicel Ioatitute, the Saratov Medical Institute, and the Chair :

of Formal Anatomy, Moacow Medical Inatitnte. *

. However, sven this plap hes its drawbacks. Many institutions cre using
haphezard ard formelistlc methods for selecting thsir instructors, with the
result that many instructors are appointed to. teaching posts who have no quali-
ficetions for educating the youth of the Soviet Union in the principles of
medicine.

The number of instructors in clinical schools during the past yesrs has
not rept pace with the increased meeds of Soviet public health progrems.
Theretore, to insuro a supply of gualified instrustors in olinical medicine,
it is nscessary to conduct & rrogram similer to that used in the selsction of
asgociates.

In mapy of the schools & very libsral attitude is evidenced with respect
to gradustes. Many of the futurs isstructors are classed as guelified without
having submitied scientific treatise. Professors Eariik and Rusakoy, Moscow
Institute, Minigtry of Public Health USSR; Professor Skundina, Gor'kiy Msdical
Instituts, and a few othors have been particularly lax in this respect. Tt is
time that they comply with the Ministry of Public Health's decree that those not
suited for graduation ss medicel scisnce instructors be droppsd from the edu-
cational courses.

There 1s a serious and harmful deficiency in the ideocloglcal-political
training of instruetors ani Instructors-to-be in the besic principles of
Narxism zod Leninism. It is believed thet proper political indoctrination of
faculiy and stulent body will do mmch to improve the quality of instruction as
woll a3 the quality of graduates.
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